
BRONCO DIVISION LOCAL RULES 

(Revised 3-01-2019)

Eligibility Rules

    1.  To be eligible to play in HCPL you must meet the age requirements required by HCPL,
and be either from Harrison County, or any surrounding county that does not already have an
available PONY baseball league.  If you are in a surrounding county that already has a PONY
baseball league you must get approval from that league, and approval from the HCPL board, to
play at HCPL.  Further, if you are registered to play in another baseball league that runs at the
same time as a HCPL season, you are not eligible to play at HCPL in that same season.  

   2.  To be eligible to be considered to play on one of the HCPL travel teams in a particular
season, you must be registered and eligible to play in the same HCPL regular season that
corresponds. 

PLAYING RULES

* To the extent not inconsistent with these Local Rules, the PONY Handbook shall control.  To

the extent not specified in these local rules or the PONY Handbook, major league baseball
rules shall apply.  

1. For the regular season and tournament a Bronco team must start a game with at least
9 players and finish with no less than 8 players.  They will be allowed to call up a
player from the Mustang Division to fill out their roster during the regular season and
tournament.  Call up players are not permitted to pitch.  If a player who starts the
game and does not finish for any reason other than a medical condition or injury, that
player will be considered out when their turn at bat comes up. 

2. Bronco Games are 7 innings long.  Games should be played in 2 hours time.  Please
have your team ready to start play when the scheduled time arrives.  If your game is on
a school night, and there are 2 games scheduled on the same field, the umpire may call
the game after the 2 hour time arrives, and the top and bottom of the inning that is
being played is complete.  No new inning may be started once the 2 hour time frame
arrives. An inning is considered to start once the pitcher throws the first pitch of the
top of the half inning being played. If the home team is in the lead, and batting, when
the 2 hour time frame is reached the game is considered completed. 



Pitching

    1.  Call up players are not permitted to pitch.  No BALKS will be called for the first 2 weeks
of the season.  The umpire/coach will instruct the pitcher when a balk move is noticed. 

    2.  AGE DAILY MAX REQUIRED REST (PITCHES)

RANGE PITCHES 0 DAYS   1 DAY   2 DAYS   3 DAYS   4 DAYS   5 DAYS

11-12 85 1-20    21-35     36-50     51-65      66+        NA

* No pitcher shall appear in a game as a pitcher for three consecutive days, regardless
of pitch count.  (Pony rule book page 23)

    3.  A pitcher once removed from the mound cannot return as a pitcher.

    4.  Pitchers reaching their maximum number of pitches in a day while pitching to a batter,
may finish pitching to that batter before being removed.

    5.  Official Score keeper for each team will track pitch counts each inning and should
conference with each other to “AGREE ON COUNT” before proceeding.  The head coach is
responsible for knowing when his/her pitcher must be removed.

    6.  A coach has one courtesy trip to the mound each half inning.  On his second trip, the
pitcher must be removed. 

    7.  Defensive team may “intentionally walk” a batter by announcing the decision to the
home plate umpire.  Pitches are not required.  The ball is ruled “dead” and the runners who are
forced to advance will do so, and 4 pitches are added to the pitcher’s official pitch count while
the batter is awarded first base. 

    8.  League tournament play pitching requirements should stay the same unless the board
deems it necessary to change pitch counts. 

    9.  To the extent not inconsistent with the above, the Official Pitching Rules and
Regulations “PONY Handbook” applies. 

Base Running

1. Base runners can lead off any base.
2. Base  runners can steal any base.  
3. The runner does not have to slide into home.  If there is an attempt to make a play at

the plate,  the runner must avoid violent contact.  If the catcher has possession of the
baseball, the runner must slide.  The umpire will decide if the catcher is in possession
of the ball, and attempting to make a play at home plate. 

4. No head first sliding is permitted.   Players will be called out for sliding head first.
5. No base stealing with a lead of 10 or more  runs.  



Batting 

1. The batter can advance to first base on a dropped 3rd strike.
2. The entire roster present for the game shall bat in rotation and play in the field 2

innings.  
3. During the regular season tournament, if one team has less players than the other,

both teams will bat in rotation the number of the lesser team.  The remaining batters
must bat at least one time and play in the field two innings. 

4. Effective 2018, all bats shall have the USA Bat Stamp per PONY guidelines.

5. Batters shall not step out of the batters box with both feet between pitches unless a
time out is granted by the umpire.  The umpire will attempt to provide warnings for the
first 2 weeks of the season.  After the first 2 weeks of the season, the umpire may call
a strike is the batter removes both feet between pitches without a timeout being
called.

Fielding

1. There will be an infield fly rule.

Coaching

1.   During games only, three adults are allowed in the dugout.
2. The home team is responsible for getting the field ready to play.
3. The visiting team is responsible for putting the bases away, turning the lights off and

putting tools away, etc.
4. In the event of rain, both coaches are responsible for calling the game.  If the game

has already started, the umpire is responsible for calling the game due to rain or
lightning. 

5. Games will be delayed at the first sight of lightning.
6. Once the game is delayed for lightning, it cannot be resumed until 30 minutes after the

last cloud to ground lightning strike.  The umpire will make the call as to when and if a
return to play will be permitted.

7. Scoreboard.  The Home team head coach is responsible for finding a responsible
individual, preferably an adult, to run the scoreboard.

Safety

1. A batter who throws his/her bat after a hit will be warned by the umpire.  After a
second time, in the same game, the batter will be called out and all base runners
returned to their original base. 

2. Facemasks are NOT  mandatory on batting helmets.
3. A protective cup is recommended for all male players and required for the player

playing in the catcher position.
4. No metal spikes will be allowed.



Sportsmanship

1. Coaches are responsible for the conduct of their players, assistant coaches and
themselves once they step through the gate to enter the field.

2. At no time shall a coach or player heckle an opposing player.
3. The decision of the umpire is final.  No games will be protested. 

4.  Coaches should explain to their players that any verbal communication or

“chattering” during games should not be overly aggressive or negative toward
the other teams players, and they should take reasonable steps to eliminate
any such overly aggressive or negative verbal communication.  If the offended
team feels that the other teams behavior has crossed that threshold, the head
coach should civilly and quietly discuss their concerns with the opposing head
coach without any unnecessary involvement with the parents or children.  If
the offended team feels that the behavior is too offensive to continue, they
should contact any present board member for discussion.  If none are present,
they can complete their game under protest, or make a decision to terminate
the game.  In that event, the board will need to make a decision as to the final
result of the game after investigation. [i.e. game considered cancelled or a
loss/win by the respective teams]. 

Disciplinary action

The league officers shall have the authority to suspend, discharge or otherwise
discipline any parent, player, manager, coach, umpire, league officer or other person whose
conduct is in violation of the rules and regulations of PONY baseball and /or is considered
detrimental to the best interest of the Youth Baseball Association of Harrison County.  Any
person named above who is found to be a discipline problem shall be subject to the penalties
as listed in the rules and regulations of PONY baseball.

Any rules not mentioned here shall be covered by the PONY baseball rule book and the
Major League Baseball rules.

For any questions regarding rules, please contact the PONY board members:

Thanks, PONY Board of Directors


